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majority of the electorate are promised by the State that what-
ever the economic consequence of their demands on the welfare
state they shall not be called upon to pay them. We are thus
in a position where the inherent weakness of the welfare state
itself must, in the judgment of most people, lead the country
to disaster. There is no logical limit to the demands that can
be made upon the welfare state other than the burden which
the grant of the demands must place on those who make them,
but that limit only operates so long as the free economy is
allowed to work freely. The Socialists insist that it shall not
be allowed to do so.

Analysing the problem of the welfare state fifteen years ago,1
I wrote as follows:c The real difficulty of forming any even rough
estimate of the present security of our position, our social and
cultural ideals, our moral standards, and so on, lies in this
certainty, that the system is not static. Of all its defects that,
in the view of many sympathetic observers, is the most serious.
How serious it is we see at once if we ask ourselves, not as
politicians, but as simple and decent Christian citizens, a few
random questions. Why should education for the children of
the poor stop at fourteen rather than at fifteen, sixteen, or
seventeen? Why should a man and his wife, out of work
through no fault of their own, receive, for instance, 26^. a week
rather than 36^. or 46^. or 565-.? Why should the working man
get free medical treatment but not free dental treatment? Why
should not the old age pension be 20^. or 30^. a week? Why
should the agricultural labourer be uninsured and the town
labourer insured against unemployment?

* It is of the essence of state capitalism, and this fact distin-
guishes it from any other system past, present, or projected,
that it contains neither within its political armoury nor its
philosophy any answer at all, either good, bad, or indifferent, to
any of these questions. Under conditions of anarchy the
strong arm provides an intelligible if immoral title to wealth,
women, and food. Under feudalism rights corresponded to
obligations and the obligations discharged were in actual
practice vital to the community j they included the protection
of the Crown lands from marauders and the protection of the
11 refer to the welfare state in this passage as * state capitalism.'